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Alexander Johnson Takes 7 ™ at Nationals!

With numerous family, friends and skating fans in the stands to cheer him on, Braemar's
Alex Johnson skated to a 7" place finish overall at Excel Energy Center in the Junior
Men’s Competition. Skating to Camille Saint Saens’s “Cello concerto No. 1 in A Minor”,
Alex achieved a score of 59.12 in the short program; skating to “Introduction” and
“Rondo Capriccioso” by Saint-Saens and “Meditation” by Massenet, Alex scored 110.07
in his freestyle program, giving him an overall score of 169.19 for the event.

Congratulations, Alex!

Kelners Make Nationals a Family Affair
By Nancy Bender-Kelner

Prior to Nationals, 4 members of our family volunteered to help out-Malcolm, Sage,
Jackson and myself. Three of us were selected; unfortunately, Jackson was not selected to be a
sweeper and consequently did not have the opportunity to be a volunteer. However, he and Barry
attended several events as spectators.

Malcolm was an award presenter for the Junior Dance event. Dressed in a
tuxedo for the first time, Malcolm walked on the official carpet (without skates), carrying a red
pillow in front of him on which the awards were placed.

Continued on Page 3
Also—More Nationals Highlights on Page 3!
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Gold Medalists _(Senior Moves)
:;nblﬁhsizgmund A Special Thank You to_th_e Judges
Silver Medalists _(Junior Moves) who Volunteered their time to
Afton Lewis Judge the February 13, 2008
Nicole Voltz Testing Session!
Bronze Medalists (Novice Moves)
Katherine Froehlich
Kylie Kaminski
Novice Freestyle
Nicole Cody
Juvenile Moves Juvenile Freestyle
Carlene Stumne Coco Kaminski
Coco Kaminski
Elizabeth Lindell
Pre-Juvenile Moves
Rachel Urick
Preliminary Moves Dance
Olivia Haller Katherine Froehlich-Willow Waltz
Wyatt Singh
Pre-Preliminary Freestyle
Lucy Nelson
"H Synchro Results
Nationals: (Providence, Rl 02/20-23/2008)
Junior Team — 9" in Short, 3 in Long; 5"
Overall;
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Synchro Snapshot —

Team Braemar’s Junior Team (pictured at left), outside the
Parkhotel Praha in Prague, Czech Republic.

Team Braemar skaters, coaches, chaperones, and fans
Traveled to Prague January 22-28 for the 2008 Prague Cup.
Team Braemar’s Junior Team represented Team USA,
Placing 8" in the short program, 7" in the freeskate, and

7" overall.

Go, Team Braemar!
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Kelner's , A Volunteer Report from Nationals

(Continued from page 1)

Interestingly, the Hubbells, a brother-sister ice dance team that won first place
at this event, were first coached by the same person (Amy Biederwieden) who
coached Sage and Malcolm in their second year of ice dance competition.
Amy was in attendance and had tears in her eyes when her former students,
the Hubbells, received their awards and Malcolm, also her former student, was
one of the award presenters at that event!

Sage was a sweeper for 4 events (totaling about 10 hours) at Nationals,
including the Championship Women'’s Freeskate and the Championship
Freedance (Ice Dance) events. Dressed in the official sweeper’s blue skating
dress, Sage’s job was to quickly pick up the animals, flowers, and gifts that
were thrown on the ice after the performances. It was a special thrill for Sage
to present one of the bags of items recovered to Jane Summersett, now a
Senior Ice Dance competitior with Todd Gilles. Jane had also helped coach
Sage and Malcolm during their second year of ice dance competition.

| was asked to assist with security and performed those duties for 4 shifts of
4 or 5 hours each—most of them early in the morning, starting at 5:30 a.m.
(Being an early morning skating Mom, it seemed like a natural thing to do. It
also allowed me to still go to work after completing my shift.) For three of the
shifts, | was assigned to the entrance for the skaters, coaches, and officials at
the Xcel and was told to check out credentials (the identifying nametag that
those persons need to wear around their neck in order to have access to
certain areas of the arena.) | saw many famous skaters pass through the
door—among them Johnny Weir in his fur coat, Tanith Belbin and Ben Agosto,
and John Baldwin and Rena Inoue. | noted that rena was the only person | saw
stretch while waiting to depart from the arena. (Later n the week, John Baldwin
proposed marriage to Rena on ice after their performance—an event that made
headlines.) Despite the high stakes at Nationals, the skaters and coaches
seemed, at least outwardly, to be very pleasant and have their emotions “in
check”. The only anger | saw expressed was by a famous coach (NOT Joan
Orvis!) who was told to get off the skaters’ and coaches’ bus at Xcel Center
when he really wanted to go to the Pleasant practice rink.

| did feel sorry for the skaters and coaches who had to deal with some
incredibly blustery weather during most of the Nationals week. One of the
coaches practically blew in the door one morning and proclaimed, “How can
you live here?” | asked her where she was from. “I'm from Florida!” she
exclaimed. | also felt bad that the Xcel closed up its eating facilities before the

Malcolm Kelner (second from left) as an
Awards Presenter at Nationals

day’s events were completed. Skaters and coaches were
hungry and had to be directed to restaurants several blocks
away in the bitter cold, when often they were not
appropriately dressed.

Despite 13 round trips to and from Xcel that week
(including, of course, the trips to see Alex Johnson compete),
it was an experience that we will always remember!

Kyriel Pineault and Natasha
Kieval as Awards Presenters at

Nationals (left)

Sage Kelner and Coco

Kaminski , Sweepers (right)
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SAVE THE DATE! McCandless Competition June 20 — 22, 2008!
(Entries must be postmarked by April 28, 2008)

EMAIL ADDRESSES TO KNOW :

Evelyn Bone, President**

Lezlie Bork, Co-Vice President**
Doris Johnson, Co-Vice President**

Phil Ernst, Secretary**
Tim Swenson, Treasurer**

Frances Matos, Ice Coordinator

Renee Rahimi, Billing

**Indicates Club Officer eligible to sign competiti

president@braemarfsc.org

Ibork@msn.com
dodifriskers@aol.com
ernstphil@aol.com
Treasurer@BraemarFSC.org
fmmatos@earthlink.net
rrahimi@dwsoft.com

on entry forms.

Have something to include in SPIN? Email info@braemarfsc.org!



